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Ref. No.: Dated: 19.11.2021

Shri. Basavaraja Bommai,
Hon’ble Chief Minister.

3" Floor, Vidhana Saudha,
Bangalore — 560 001

Dear Sir,

Sub.: Requesting not to table the Anti-conversion Bill and to take !mck the orders on
the survey of Christian Missionaries and the establishments.

I. The entire Christian Community in Karnataka opposes the proposal *of' Anti-
Conversion Bill in one voice and questions the need for such an exercise when
sufficient laws and court directives are in place to monitor any aberration of the
Eﬂ(ing laws. The Indian Constitution Article 25 very clearly says, "P’rce-:l_nm of
conscience and free profession. practice and propagation of religion subject to
public order. morality and health." Further. Article Zﬁ‘ says that all
denominations can manage their own affairs in matters of religion. And,
therefore, introducing such laws would infringe the rights of the citizens,
especially of the minority communities.

I3

The Backward Classes and Minorities Welfare Department of Government of
Karnataka have issucd an order to conduct a survey of hoth ofTicial and non-
official Christian Missionaries and the Institutions and Establishments
functioning in the State. When all the relevant data is already available (through
the census) with the Government, why do we need yet another futile exercise?
Why only Christian community is targeted and marked for this arbitrary,
lallacious and illogical move? What is the motive that is driving them to do so?

3. Thousands of schools, colleges and hos

pitals are run and managed by Christian
Community across the State. When lakhs of students are graduating from these

institutions year after year and thousands of patients irrespective of caste, creed
and colour receive the best medical attention from our hospitals and care centers.
let the Government prove that even one of them has ever been influenced.
compelled or cocrced to change his or her religion. Morcover, anti-conversion
bill would become a tool for the fringe elements to take law into their own hands
and vitiate the atmosphere with communal unrest in the otherwise peaceful State,
Hence, we strongly appeal 1o the goodwill of tt
promote such an unde
harmony in the society

1€ Chiel Minister and the Cabinet not 1o
sirable and discriminatory bill in the interest of the peace und

(C\\’:%N_J-—l‘-—...-ﬁf :
+ Most Rev. Dr. Peter Machado,
Archbishop, Archdiocese of Bangalore

President, All Karnataka United Christian Forum for Human Rights (AKUCT) IR)
President, Karnataka Region Calholic Bishops’ Council (KRCBC)
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